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AGM and Day of Action: Stirling
10am - 4.30pm 19 September

Murray Cook MCIfA, Stirling Council and Cara Jones
MCIfA, Archaeology Scotland

In recent years the Scottish Group’s AGM has been a
rather dry affair with business conducted, people co-
opted onto the board and then a briefing about an
aspect of policy. The numbers have never been
particularly good!

This year at Matt Ritchie’s suggestion - and indeed
generous funding from the FCS - we have decided to
do something radically different: a day of social
responsibility and training focused on the Royal
Gardens at Stirling Castle and in particular, the fields
around the King’s Knott, which feature Scotland’s
most elaborate Royal Garden, 500 year old garden
terraces and a jousting field.
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Aerial view of King’s Knot (©Histoic Scotland)

The day will allow early career archaeologists to work
alongside experienced heritage practitioners to learn
and develop new practical skills, with the hope that

they can then take these new skills forward within
their careers.

The event will offer supervised taster sessions, with
training to be provided in onsite recording, laser
scanning, survey, landscape survey, formal garden
survey and heritage interpretation. Not only will the
event provide an opportunity to learn a bit more
about Stirling’s fantastic past, it will clearly improve
the understanding and management of some
nationally significant monuments and have some fun
while doing it!

In addition, there will also be a formal CPD training
session run by Treasure Trove, Headland Archaeology
and GUARD Archaeology on the management and
recording of metal detection by volunteers, which will
take place on the former jousting and archery field
associated with Stirling Castle’s Royal Park. There will
be a small charge for CIfA members of £5 (plus
booking fee) to cover this aspect of the event,
although the main event is free. For non-CIfA
members the cost is £10 (plus booking fee) for the
day, including one year’s membership of the Scottish

group.

Details will be finalized shortly, but activities will also
include vegetation clearance, tours of a local vitrified
fort and the world’s oldest football. The project will
give CIfA members an opportunity to engage with
local volunteers and Stirling Council’s Ranger Service
to see how our differing approaches to natural and
built heritage can support each other.

The day will be organised by Stirling Council and
Archaeology Scotland with help from AOC
Archaeology, CFA Archaeology, GUARD Archaeology,
Headland Archaeology Ltd, Historic Scotland and
Northlight Heritage. Archaeology Scotland will
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provide insurance for the day. The event is part
funded by Forestry Commission Scotland and while
tea and coffee will be provided you must bring a
packed lunch!

For more details please contact Murray Cook
murraycook35@hotmail.co.uk

or book directly at the Eventbrite page
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kings-knott-event-
metaldetecting-cpd-session-and-agm-tickets-
18096130012

If you have any questions about bookings, please
contact Lianne Birney
(lianne.birney@archaeologists.net)

Scottish group recent activities

Members of the Scottish Group represent CIfA on a
number of other panels and groups, including:

SHED programme management group

Regular Built Environment Forum Scotland (BEFS)

Historic Environment Working Group meetings

1 Archaeological Archives in Scotland discussion
group

i Historic Environment Bill stakeholder workshops.
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Part of the Group’s work is to assist CIfA’s main office
in Reading in responding to historic environment
consultations relevant to Scotland and Scottish
members.

CIfA has also been involved, through a BEFS taskforce,
in the progress of the Scottish Government bill to
merge Historic Scotland and RCAHMS into Historic
Environment Scotland (see article in this issue by Dr
Noel Fojut).

For information and interest, please find links to
responses by CIfA to a number of Scottish
consultations over the last few months.

June:
CIfA Response to Consultation on Scotland’s
Archaeology Strategy

April:
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CIfA Response to Consultation on a proposed Bill
relating to burial and cremation and other related
matters in Scotland

March:
CIfA Response to Consultation on the Historic
Environment Scotland Act 2014 Secondary Legislation

News

CIfA Chartered status workshop
2-5pm, 1 September 2015, University of
Glasgow

CIfA will be holding the first of a series of workshops
to discuss the potential for developing routes to
chartered status for individual members on 1
September 2015, at the University of Glasgow.

This is an opportunity to shape the development of
the profession and its Institute so we hope that
Scottish Group members will come along and have
their say. The event is free but you will need to
register to secure your place and further details will
be posted on the CIfA website shortly.

EAA Glasgow 2015: 2 - 5 September

Here is a quick summary of just some of the things
that CIfA will be doing leading up to and over the
course of the EAA 2015 at Glasgow University. Hope
to see you there.

1 September (Fringe Event) — Kate Geary providing a
consultation workshop on becoming a chartered
archaeologist (see above).

1 September - Meetings with the President of EAA,
the President of RPA (Register of Professional
Archaeologists in the Americas) and other US
colleagues

2 - 5 September — CIfA Stand

3 September — Peter Hinton presenting a paper in the
Professional Associations in Archaeolggpgion

3 September ¢Q&A with the Chartered Institute for

Archaeologistsprovided by Peter Hinton and Kate
Geary, James Watt South Room 355.
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Historic Environment Scotland - legislative
changes completed
Dr Noel Fojut MCIfA, Historic Scotland

Following the passing of the Historic Environment
Scotland Act at the end of 2014, and the consultation
which took place earlier this year, all necessary
Regulations and Orders have now been finalised and
laid before the Scottish Parliament. These come into
effect on 1 October 2015, the day on which Historic
Environment Scotland will take on its full
responsibilities from Historic Scotland and RCAHMS.
They include provision for cases “in hand” at the
changeover day, to make sure nothing falls between
the cracks.

The analysis of comments received and the Scottish
Government response, plus a “Rough Guide”™ to the
Regulations and Orders with hyperlinks to each, can
be found amongst other useful documents on the
Scottish Government web pages at:
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/ArtsCultureSport/arts/
Historic-environment

Historic Scotland is developing guidance for users of
the system to take account of the changes, especially
for local authority staff but also for other users. This
was one of the main “asks” in consultation responses
and will issue well before 1 October 2015.

Landscape and Historic Environment open
workshop - Battleby (Perth) Monday 14t
September

The Strategic Historic Environment Forum (SHEF)
established a temporary working group of Historic
Environment Scotland (HS/RCAHMS), SNH and the
NTS on the topic of landscape and the historic
environment.

The purpose of this working group is to support
implementation of “Our Place in Time — The Historic
Environment Strategy for Scotland” by developing a
common position on landscape and the historic
environment and the key practical tasks to help its
implementation in practice. Key issues it has been
asked to specifically look at include:

Review of relevant policy, guidance and existing
designations to test for fitness in practice

 Bringing together landscape mapping and
monitoring methodologies; and,
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1 Engaging communities on projects and practice
exploring “place”.

The working group are keen to involve a wide range
of stakeholders in this work. To allow everyone to
contribute, they are holding an open workshop at
SNH’s conference centre at Battleby on Monday 14
September to discuss the emerging outputs of the
work streams and also the contents of a draft position
statement. For those organisations unable to attend,
you will still be able to comment on the papers that
they circulate for it.

If you are able to attend, or to send a representative
from your organisation please send an email to
Margo.Muncur@snh.gov.uk

Historic Scotland’s Schedule Enhancement

Programme: Caithness and Cromarty of Firth
Lindsay Farquharson ACIfA, Historic Scotland

Historic  Scotland’s  Scheduling, Marine and
Battlefields Team spent three weeks in Caithness and
around the Cromarty Firth in April/May as part of an
ongoing project to improve the quality of the
Schedule — the Schedule Enhancement Programme.
This involves reviewing scheduled sites and, where
necessary, rescheduling them to bring the maps and
documentation up to modern standards and provide
clarity for owners, occupiers and the local authority.

) |
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Sarclet Harbour and Fishing Port ( Hitoric
Scotland)

The extraordinary wealth of the archaeology in the far
NE of Scotland was recognised long ago, with the
result that many of the most important monuments
were first scheduled nearly 100 years ago and now
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need rescheduling to bring them up to date. Working
with Highland Council Archaeology Service, sites were
prioritised for assessment in the light of known
pressures on the landscape (such as possible wind
farm proposals). A small number of unscheduled sites
were also assessed for their national importance —
mostly recommended by the local authority
archaeology service or locally active groups. These
included types of monument under-represented in
the Schedule, for example, industrial sites ranging
from a herring port to the remains of an 18"-century
distillery, together with 20™-century military sites
such as training trenches and batteries.

Overall, the team visited more than 100 monuments,
the majority of which will be scheduled or
rescheduled over the coming months. The updated
documentation and mapping will be publically
accessible on the Scheduled Monuments pages of
Historic Scotland’s website in due course:
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/searchmonuments

If you are interested in finding out more about
scheduling or the Schedule Enhancement Programme
in your area, please contact the Scheduling, Marine
and Battlefields Team, Historic Scotland: tel 0131
6688766; email
hs.schedulingteam@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.

Launch of Scotland’s Garden and Landscapes
Heritage
Judy Riley (Chair), Scotland’s Garden and Landscape
Heritage
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11 May 2015 saw the launch of Scotland’s Garden &
Landscape Heritage (SGLH), a new Scottish Charitable
Incorporated Organization (SCIO), which is the
successor to the Garden History Society in Scotland
Conservation Trust (GHSSCT) and the Scottish Group
of the Garden History Society (GHSS). Our mission is
to encourage the protection, study and enjoyment of
Scotland’s priceless heritage of historic parks,
gardens and designed landscapes. Although a newly
independent body, we have been working in Scotland
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for 50 years, formerly as part of the UK-wide Garden
History Society, to which we remain closely affiliated.

Become a member

We run outings, talks and study days for members,
and visits to gardens not normally open to the public
are among the most popular events we organise. Our
online newsletter, The Pleasaungé published three
times a year, along with an annual scholarly edition.
Join SGLH and help preserve our garden heritage for
present and future generations!

Get involved

We campaign vigorously to protect our heritage
gardens and landscapes, as well as training volunteers
to record them. We also offer numerous other
opportunities  for  volunteering and active
involvement in our mission. We depend on the
dedication and energy of those that love Scottish
gardens and landscapes. We have no paid staff, and
all our trustees, members and supporters devote
their time, knowledge and expertise on a voluntary
basis. Join the team, make new friends, learn new
skills and have some fun with like-minded
enthusiasts!

Give us your support

Our work is enabled almost entirely by the generous
donations of people and organisations that believe in
the importance of conserving Scotland’s heritage of
historic gardens and designed landscapes. Please
consider donating to the cause! For information on
donations, see our website.

Find out more

Our website www.sglh.org includes details of our
whole range of activities. Joining online is quick and
easy. Alternatively, enquiries about membership,
volunteering or donations — whether from
individuals, interested bodies or organisations — can

be sent to info@sglh.org.
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Latest rural archaeology bulletin
Jonathan Wordsworth MCIfA, Archaeology Scotland

View from North
Berwick Law over
pastoral and arable land
(© Biddy Simpson).

A link to the latest Rural
Archaeology Bulletin
can be found below. The
bulletin includes
updates on the latest
information on the
Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP), the
Future of Scottish Agriculture discussion document
and the findings of the recently completed EU-funded
Cultural Heritage Counts for Europe.

www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/sites/default/files/
pdfs/AS%20Rural%20Archaeology%20Bulletin%2059
%20%2025%20June%202015.pdf

Scottish group CIfA Facebook: Keep up to date
with news and events

Just some of the cheery, Scottish Group CIfA
Committee members, at the recent ARP conference.

We are rather pleased to announce that we have
nearly 1000 likes on our Facebook page!! If you have
not seen our Facebook page yet, please do. We can
be found at:
www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-Group-of-the-
Institute-for-Archaeologists

While you are there, why not like us and join our
growing online community.
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Members’ news

3D recording & visualisation of the Falkland
Palace Roundels
Stefan Sagrott ACIfA, National Trust for Scotland

Using structure-from-motion (SfM), also referred to
as close range photogrammetry, National Trust for
Scotland archaeologists have begun a programme of
works to capture the recently conserved Falkland
Palace roundels in 3-dimensions.

The roundels are located some 7m up on the south
range of the Palace and form part of the alterations
to the Palace completed by James V in 1541. There
are 10 roundels on the south range which are of a
quality comparable to contemporary sculpture in
France and Italy. They were probably carved by the
French master mason Nicholas Roy, who was brought
over by James V who wished to recreate the
splendour of the French court. They form part of the
most advanced Renaissance architectural
programme in Britain of their time.
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South range of Falkland Palace, the roundels can be
seen either side of each of the main windows
(ONTS)

SfM works by matching features within a series of
overlapping photographs to create a digital model.
The more photographs that are used in the
processing - which are taken at a variety of positions
and angles - the greater the accuracy of the pixel-
matching and, therefore, the entire model.

A number of studies have compared the data created
by SfM and by laser scanning (although the majority
of studies concentrated on geological landscape
surveys). Those that focussed on comparing data
from heritage applications found on average a 90%+
match between the point clouds but noted that SfM
achieved a higher accuracy on small to medium scale

CIfA Scottish Group |5


http://www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdfs/AS%20Rural%20Archaeology%20Bulletin%2059%20%2025%20June%202015.pdf
http://www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdfs/AS%20Rural%20Archaeology%20Bulletin%2059%20%2025%20June%202015.pdf
http://www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdfs/AS%20Rural%20Archaeology%20Bulletin%2059%20%2025%20June%202015.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-Group-of-the-Institute-for-Archaeologists
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-Group-of-the-Institute-for-Archaeologists

August 2015

projects, rather than large area landscapes and
structures which are more suited for laser scanning.

The process of alighment automatically matches and
triangulates pixel patterns within the photographs,
allowing the software to calculate the camera
positions and reconstruct the object geometry. EXIF
data, contained within each photograph, provides
information such as focal length and allows the
software to correct lens distortion.

Algorithms and triangulation of the matched pixels
produce, in the first instance, a 3D point cloud in a
virtual space. The result of this is a representation of
the object captured in the original photographs. Due
to the lack of ground-control points (GCPs) initially
the point cloud is at an arbitrary scale and location
within the virtual world, although the point cloud can
be correctly scaled and, if required, re-located using
captured survey data.

The point cloud can then be meshed to form a 3D
model and a texture for the model can be generated
from the original photographs.

The conservation of the roundels at Falkland Palace
provided a rare opportunity for them to be
photographed with a level of coverage suitable for
SfM. Two site visits across a number of weeks by the
Archaeology Team allowed the capture of the 10
roundels at an average of 40 images per roundel.

The images were then aligned using Agisoft
Photoscan, which produced the camera positions and
a sparse point cloud for each roundel. Further
processing produced the dense point clouds, with
each of the points coloured according to the
photograph. The point clouds were then tidied up in
Photoscan to remove both extraneous points and the
surrounding stonework.

Following the tidying up of the point clouds, they
were then meshed into 3D models and then textured
using the original images.

The models provide an accurate representation of the
roundels which are located some 7m up on the outer
wall of Falkland Palace, and will allow visitors to see
the roundels in a way which would not have been
possible previously.
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Roundel 1 as a point cloud, colour based on the
photographs (ONTS)

The models have also been imported into the
Meshlab software. This has allowed us to move a
virtual light source around each roundel thereby
helping us to see details of the roundels which were
not previously possible. There is also a plugin for
Meshlab called Radiance Scaling which “adjusts
reflected light intensities in a way dependent on both
surface curvature and material characteristicshis
technique, when using the ‘dual lit sphere’ option,
has greatly enhanced the detail visible on each
roundel model, highlighting elements of the carving
which have, in recent years, been hard to see.

Roundel 1 mesh lit using ‘dual lit sphere’ technique.
Note the level of detail, especially of the armour
breast-plate and the laurel wreath now visible (©
NTS)

The Trust’s archaeologists are now undertaking
research into the identity of the figures in each
roundel - which is not an easy task. Having the 3D
models, to hand, is an incredibly useful tool when
wanting to study each figure in depth. The models
created can be saved as a 3D PDF allowing them to be
viewed on any computer without specialist software
and they have also been uploaded to the Sketchfab
website allowing anyone with an internet connection
to view and interact with the models.

Roundel 1 can be viewed at https://skfb.ly/F6U6
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Conferences to Watch!
Doug Rocks-Macqueen ACIfA, Landward Research
Ltd.

There have been several conferences in Scotland and
around the UK in the last few months that | have had
the privilege of video recording. In March there was
the CAAUK conference in Bradford and in April there
was the CIfA conference in Cardiff. A little closer to
home was the Archaeological Research in Progress
conference in Edinburgh, run by Archaeology
Scotland and the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland.

The videos for the CAAUK Conference can be found at
the following links:

Digitised Diseases: 3D digital documentation of bone
change in cases of chronic disease
https://youtu.be/1N9rSnI9-Xw

What have the Romans ever done for us? Digital
strategies for research syntheses & fieldwork reports
https://youtu.be/tqSq3ELOLXA

Developing an integrated digital data workflow for
the 100 Minories project
https://youtu.be/Bb7ZPiMkuHs

Plan, Features, Sections: Using NLP to remove
ambiguity from Grey Literature
https://youtu.be/51CypvR71xc

Exploring sustainable publication and the web: a
case-study from ARK perspective
https://youtu.be/wc9sqjWgjy8

Multidisciplinary research of Iron Age sites and
landscapes of Slovenia
https://youtu.be/InDguoHEyts
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Legacy Data — Open strategies for closed data
https://youtu.be/8LKE-9a5U U

CBA East Midlands Boundaries Project
https://youtu.be/mM64XcBiAQU

Geospatial Geophysics: Processing GNSS located data
in python
https://youtu.be/MfTBg7DW hc

Developing a method for a spatial correspondence
analysis
https://youtu.be/kJLjZ5-TSUQ

Adventures in Agriculture: Experimental modelling
for economic analysis
https://youtu.be/ItP8hDAtOgo

The videos for the ARP conference can be found here
(see also Murray Cook’s article below):

SAMPHIRE: Crowd-sourcing Scottish underwater
archaeology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrNTP2d39TM

Burnswark: Siege or no Siege?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4MUSsEqNKE

Daily activities and resource use in Neolithic Orkney:
Microarchaeology at the Ness of Brodgar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fp LUU7vuF8

(Re)discovering the Gaulcross Hoard and other early
medieval silver
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Xs6Vtm-hIM

Burial in the Bronze Age: Excavations at Broich Road,
Crieff
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=155iEBNEzes

Middle Iron Age native glass toggle production of the
western seaboard
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgqDkUtG-TLA

New Evidence for Iron Age Burial Practice in the
Western Isles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALOMNICpZBc

Wiggle-match dating Scottish crannogs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAsNPflZGTO
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The trigger for the demise of an eighteenth century
drovers' inn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7Uov617744

The CIfA videos can also be found online here:
www.archaeologists.net/conference/2015/recording
s

Conference review: archaeological research in
progress, Edinburgh (United Kingdom)

30 May 2015

Murray Cook MCIfA, Stirling Council

The annual Archaeological Research in Progress (ARP)
conference is Scotland’s premier research conference
and is jointly organised by the venerable Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland www.socantscot.org/ and
Archaeology Scotland
www.archaeologyscotland.org.uk/ each taking the
lead in alternate years.

The 2015 conference was organised by the Society of
Antiquaries and held in the heart of the New Town, in
the middle of the World Heritage Site at the
Headquarters of the Royal Society of Edinburgh
www.socantscot.org/event/archaeological-research-
in-progress-2015/

The conference format is standard and comprises ten
lectures from early prehistory to post-medieval
archaeology and related themes. | have regularly
attended the conference and spoken at it several
times but have in recent years regretfully found
myself showing an increasing lack of interest in the
conference’s content, which far too often descended
into ‘what | dug on my summer holidays’, which has
resulted in me missing it more often than not. This
year’s content, however, was excellent and the
overall conference and all the attendant book stalls
and publicity were highly professional, though the
grading of sponsors into Iron, Bronze and Stone on
the size of their donations is somewhat crude.

The conference itself was recorded by Doug Rocks-
MacQueen (see above). | would like to both praise
Doug for this and recommend his postings to you as
he has built up a considerable body of conference
recordings in recent years.

www.youtube.com/channel/UC08QKQ0O1gs60PQs9I
1kMQPg
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For those who were unable to attend, there follows a
taster of these excellent presentations [Ed — YouTube
links to these presentations can also be found in Doug
Rocks-Macqueen'’s article above].

Living in the muntains: research on Mesolithic and

Neolithic activity irthe Cairngorms
Caroline Wickhariones, University of Aberdeen

In general Scottish research into the Mesolithic has,
to date, revealed a coastal focus with very little
evidence from Scotland’s interior. In part this is to do
with the contemporary focus of human populations
and settlement. The Dee Tributaries Project was
launched following the discovery of lithics on the
National Trust for Scotland’s property in the
Cairngorms following a path upgrade. The project -
involving geophysics, test-pitting and geomorphology
- revealed a series of in situ deposits and features
often under alluvial deposits, ranging from the
Mesolithic to the Bronze Age. The results indicate
that human activity extended into the Cairngorms
and presumably represent a mixture of transit routes
across the landscape between hunting and
processing camps, as well as providing access to
mineral deposits. There was also clear evidence for a
focus by prehistoric locations on key liminal locations.

Daily activities and resourcese in Neolithic Orkney:
Micro archaeologwt the Ness of Brodgar
Dr LisaMarie Shillito, University of Edinburgh

The Ness of Brodgar excavations, at the core of the
Neolithic Orkney World Heritage Site, have revealed
a complex series of interconnected sites including a
3m deep accumulation of waste so large as to have
completely changed the land form. Sail
micromorphology (soil thin sections taken via kubiena
tins) and soil chemistry were combined to analyse
domestic fuel use. Over 60 individual samples in the
2013-2014 season were undertaken and the results
are still being processed. The interim results reveal
that turf rather than wood was being burnt, although
pollen records indicate that woodland was present.
The middens may also have been used as latrines.

www.orkneyjar.com/archaeology/nessofbrodgar/
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Burials in theBronze Age:a&avations at Broich Road,

Crieff.
Dr Melanie JohnsQi€FA Archaeology

This project was a two phased mitigation excavation
in 2012 and 2014 in an area rich in early prehistoric
ritual remains. Two separate prehistoric cemeteries
were uncovered featuring a variety of burial rites
including urned cremation, unurned cremation,
cremation in cists and the remains of at least twenty
people including women, men and children dating to
c. 1900 - 1500 BC. A variety of artefacts were
recovered from the site, including copper alloy razors,
barbed and tanged arrowheads, stone tools etc.

The second cemetery comprised a series of circular
stone filled pits, a series of cists and pits (containing
pyre material) and a massive two metre deep pit and
two discrete piles of burnt bone (thought to be two
bags of burnt bone representing three people).

WiggleMatch dating Scottish Crannogs

Piotr Jacobsson, Dr Derek Hamilton and Dr Gordon

Cook, SUERC

The well-known mid - 1% century BC plateau in the
radiocarbon calibration curve can create a very wide
error range in contemporary radiocarbon dates.
Research indicates that these errors can be
minimized with multiple dates and dendrochronology
at sites like Cults Loch, Black Loch of Milton and the
Firth of Clyde crannogs.

Scotland’s wetland sites represent a resource of
world significance in terms of what they can tell us
regarding settlement patterns, given their level of
preservation. The approach focuses on multiple dates
from well preserved features from both
dendrochronology and radiocarbon dating, rather
than the standard approach of dating a site from an
individual sample as this increases the risk of reused
older wood. While expensive this method can reduce
the error range down to 100 or even 50 years.
www.aocarchaeology.com/key-projects/community-
and-outreach-key-projects/wetlands

New evidence for Iron Age buriataptice in the
Western Isles
Martin Cook, AOC Archaeology

In Scotland, where human remains are discovered by
chance outside the planning system, Historic Scotland
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takes responsibility for their recovery and analysis
under the remit of the Human Remains Call-Off
Contract (which is currently held by AOC
Archaeology).

This lecture examined recent discoveries of human
burials in the Scottish Western Isles - most of which
have been uncovered through coastal erosion.

In general there is a perception of a paucity of Iron
Age burials in Scotland. This is in part connected with
the absence of a distinctive burial rite or diagnostic
grave goods and most contemporary Iron Age burials
in Scotland are confirmed through systematic
radiocarbon dating.

Recent discoveries, however, in the Western Isles
have identified a variety of inhumation forms
including informal cists, crouched inhumations and
remains including children, men and women dating
across the final quarter of the 1% millennium BC and
the first half of the first millennium AD.

Middle Iron Age native glass toggleoduction of the
Western Seaboard

Dr Claire Ellis, Argyll Archaeology and Dr Mart
Bertini, The British Museum

A routine mitigation exercise ahead of a new house
plot at Kilninian, Isle of Mull revealed a previously
unknown unenclosed Iron Age settlement dating to
the 1%t century BC/AD. A pit within the settlement
contained a glass toggle, which in turn produced a 1*
century BC/AD radiocarbon date.

Glass toggles are small dumbbell-shaped glass
ornaments (1-2 cm) with a core distribution around
the north-western sea board: Irish Sea, Isle of Mann,
Argyll and the small isles. This particular glass toggle
was unfinished and appeared to have been
manufactured on site.

A review of the existing corpus of glass toggles
indicates that they are made by melting fragments of
Mediterranean glass together. The Kilninian example
was of a considerably poorer quality and appeared to
have been made from small quantities of residue
from previous toggle manufacture. The authors
suggested that this example may therefore have been
an apprentice piece.
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Burnswark: siege or naege?

Dr John Rd, The Trimontium Trust, and Andrew

NicholsonPuniriesshire and Galloway Council

Burnswark hillfort is enclosed by a series of Roman
siege works and excavation has revealed the
presence of Roman sling shot and ballista. However,
it has never been clear if the Roman material
represents a real siege and subsequent attack on a
contemporary native settlement or merely practice.

It has often been argued that the relatively small
defensive works (from a European perspective)
would not have presented any difficulty to the Roman
army so why would they have bothered? This
argument is countered by the possibility of the
Romans making a very public demonstration of
overwhelming force in order to utterly destroy an
opponent, perhaps an early example of shock and
awe?

One of the main arguments for a real attack is the
presence of lead rather than clay sling shot, the lead
examples being considerably more expensive to
produce. The project has involved new survey and
metal detection, where the metal detectors were
calibrated to detect different types of metal (which
were subsequently mapped but without requiring
excavation). The next stage of the project proposes to
examine the location of some of the find spots.

(R@ discoveringhe Gaulcross Hoard and othearty
medieval gver

Alice Blackwell, Glenmorangie Prof, National
Museums ScotlandDr Martin GoldbergNational

Museums Scotlandnd Dr Gordon Noble, University

of Aberdeen

Chemical analysis of Early Medieval silver in Scotland
indicates that it appears to be predominantly derived
from older Roman silver. Across Europe there are a
series of Late Roman silver hoards where silver
objects have been cut up into smaller units. These
hoards are known as hacksilber. The purpose of these
hoards is unclear, but they may indicate material
raided from Roman settlements or perhaps payments
going from the Empire to outwith the Empire.

The most famous hacksilber hoard in Scotland is the

Traprain Law Hoard, discovered during excavation of
the substantial East Lothian hillfort. A second
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possibility is the Norries Law Hoard from Fife which
was notable for containing material with Pictish
symbols on it. It is now clear that at least two of these
objects are fakes, however, further analysis also
identified some Late Roman silver that had been
folded up into a package.

A third possibility is the Gaulcross Hoard in
Aberdeenshire, which was discovered in 1838 during
agricultural improvements though subsequently
most of it was destroyed. Metal detection at the
location of the find spot revealed a considerable
volume of disturbed material including Late Roman
metal work folded around Late Roman coins.
https://senchus.wordpress.cor®015/01/08/a-
pictishhoardfrom-aberdeenshire/

SAMPHIRE: crowsburcing Scottish underwater

archaeology
Dr John McCarthyVessex Arcteology

SAMPHIRE (Scottish Atlantic Maritime Past: Heritage,
Investigation, Research & Education) is a project
funded by the Crown Estates with the explicit purpose
of enabling professional underwater archaeologists
to engage with local maritime communities on the
west coast of Scotland. The aims of SAMPHIRE are to
support the identification, investigation,
conservation and appreciation of Scotland’s marine
heritage. By working collaboratively the project
hopes to reinforce a shared sense of stewardship of
those underwater archaeological sites. This will
enhance the record and support future management
of the underwater cultural heritage in Scotland.
www.wessexarch.co.uk/samphire

The tigger forthe demise of an Eighteenth Century

5NREOSNEQ LYY
Warren Baillie, GUARD Archaeology

This paper detailed a community research excavation
into an 18" century Drovers’ Inn on the drove road
between the Isle of Bute and the cattle market at
Crieff. The site is recorded as a ruin on the 1° edition
Ordnance Survey and named in the accompanying
name book as a former inn.

Excavation revealed a 20m long building with multiple
phases and an 18™/19%" century artefact assemblage.
The drove road revealed a burnt hazel framework (an
attempt to create a stable surface) dated by


https://senchus.wordpress.com/2015/01/08/a-pictish-hoard-from-aberdeenshire/
https://senchus.wordpress.com/2015/01/08/a-pictish-hoard-from-aberdeenshire/
http://www.wessexarch.co.uk/samphire

radiocarbon dating to the 14™" century. The Inn and
the - at least 500 year old - drove road it serviced,
were bypassed by the construction of a more formal
road constructed by Thomas Telford between 1804
and 1811 and without the road trade the Inn was
abandoned.

www.archaeologyreportsonline.com/PDF/ARO17 Ti

gh Caol.pdf

In conclusion, the conference revealed a feast for
both amateur and professional and demonstrated a
wealth of new research and the development of more
systematic and rigorous scientific techniques. | can’t
wait for next year!

Peter Yeoman MCIfA

R

Peter Yeoman has recently left Historic Scotland to
work as an independent heritage and archaeology
consultant. Peter held a number of posts during his
time with HS, most recently as Head of Cultural
Heritage and then as Principal Researcher managing
archaeology and producing new research to inform
major new projects including Stirling Castle Palace,
lona Abbey redisplay, and Edinburgh Castle.
Peter can be contacted on peteryeoman0O5@aol.com
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Other news

ScARF update: new developments
Jeff Sanders, Dig It! 2015 Project Manager

The Scottish Archaeological Research Framework
(SCARF) is about to undergo a three year period of
development. More details will be made available
on www.scottishheritagehub.com and through

ScARFHub on Twitter. As part of this development,
we are keen to have your input regarding the
strengths and weaknesses of SCARF and we will be
circulating a survey questionnaire in due course. All
ideas and suggestions will be very welcome, please
keep an eye out for this opportunity to make ScARF
even better!

Coring as part of the
environmental analysis around the Bay of Firth,
Orkney © Rising Tide Project

Challenging fielork!

The most popular SCARF section at the moment is the
Palaeolithic & Mesolithic report (although it is a tight
race). If you are new to Scotland’s earliest prehistory,
a good starting point is section 5.1 The Challenge of
Fieldwork This section is a succinct summary of the
methodological challenges faced by archaeologists
when working with Mesolithic sites. It is part of a
wider section that addresses general methodologies,
including lithic identification, raw material studies,
experimental and science-based archaeology, and
includes a useful downloadable date list and analysis.
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...and finally for a little bit of fun
Spot the site competition

The winner of our last 'Spot the Site' competition was
Dr Noel Fojut, who not only placed his cross closest to
the centre of the site, but correctly identified it as Dun
Aisgain on Mull (NM 377 452).

‘Spot the Site’ photograph in the May newsletter

The same photograph showing the location of the site
- Dun Aisgain, Mull

Noel claims not to need his box of kudos, meaning
that this month's 'Spot the Site' competition has a
rollover double jackpot! Can you 'Spot the Site' in this
super-high res LiDAR terrain model ?
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LiDAR terrain model

Email matthew.ritchie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk with your
answer. The winner is whoever places their cross
closest to the centre of the site. Bonus points for
guessing the site type - even more for naming the
site! The prize is quite extraordinarily prestigious: the
winner receives a box of kudos (double in this case)
and gets to submit / choose the next site. Good luck!

Membership of the Scottish group is free for CIfA
members, and is £10 per year for non-CIfA members.
Please feel free to circulate this newsletter and we
would ask you to encourage your friends/colleagues
to join the group.

For more information on the CIfA’s Scottish group
please see our website, where you can download
copies of meeting minutes and past newsletters, and
keep up-to-date with the work of the group and
training courses, and our Facebook page:
www.archaeologists.net/groups/scottish

Keep in touch with us via the Scottish group’s
Facebook page, where information about events and
the work of the group will be publicised. Search for
‘Scottish group of the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists’ and ‘like’ us.

www.facebook.com/pages/Scottish-Group-of-the-
Institute-for-Archaeologists

Newsletters are published 3-4 times a year and
contributions from members are welcome.

To make a contribution to forthcoming editions of the
Newsletter please email:
biddysimpson@yahoo.co.uk
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