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Currently 53 

English Sites 

Designated sites 

range from a 

Bronze Age ‘cargo’ 

to 20th Century 

Royal Naval 

submarines and 

include many other 

sites in between!



Rooswijk (sank 1740)



Rooswijk virtual dive trail



Material Number of Objects

Inorganic Ceramic – CBM* 36

Ceramic - object 58

Copper Alloy 96

Flint 1

Glass 54

Iron 124

Lead 50

Pewter 23

Silver 1350

Slate 1

Stone - worked 6

Tin 1

Sub-Total 1800

Organic material Animal bone 5

Charcoal 7

Human remains 3

Leather 8

Plant Material** 4

Rope 2

Wood 84

Sub-Total 113

Composite 33

Concretion 213

Unidentified 11

All finds 2170







Post-Excavation Assessment



Numbers of artefacts 
X-rayed

255

Retention/ Further 
investigation required*

77 artefacts *proposed for

retention to reveal 

artefacts/ remove 

concretion 

To be confirmed** 89 artefacts **discussion with 

finds specialist 

required

Disposal*** 89 artefacts ***recommended for 

disposal, as these 

mainly contain voids, 

fragmentary artefact 

remains or glass beads





London (sank 1665)



Historic 
England

Licensee

Nominated 
Archaeologist

Project 
Manager

Archive 
Repository

London 

Wreck



RECOVERY OF ARTEFACTS

7.1 When should artefacts be recovered?

7.1.1 The London is a nationally important historic wreck. This protocol has 

been written on the basis that artefacts should not be recovered from the site 

simply because they have been discovered.

7.1.2 Instead an artefact should only be recovered if the recovery is licensed 

and:

• It is ‘at risk’ and it is not practicable to preserve it in situ;

and/or

• It is required to answer questions generated by the site research 

framework;

and

• The Licensee, EH, the Museum and the Nominated Archaeologist agree that 

it is practicable to recover, conserve and curate the find.

Reference: Scott, G., The London Recording Project – Recording Protocol, 2013. prepared 

by Wessex Archaeology with funding from HE (Pr Nr 6400)  



RECOVERY OF ARTEFACTS

7.2 How to determine priorities?

7.2.1 Priorities should be considered on a case by case basis. As a matter of 
general principle, finds should be considered for surface recovery in the 
following order of priority:

• Artefacts that are at immediate risk of loss or serious damage.

• Artefacts that are ‘at risk’ and that are required to answer research
framework questions.

• Artefacts that are ‘at risk’.

• Artefacts that are required to answer research framework questions but
are not ‘at risk’.

Reference: Scott, G., The London Recording Project – Recording Protocol, 2013. prepared 

by Wessex Archaeology with funding from HE (Pr Nr 6400)  



The Recovery Tree The Emergency Recovery Tree



Material Number of Objects

Inorganic Copper alloy 18

Iron 1

Lead 46

Pewter 13

Silver ?

Concretion 18

Ceramic (incl clay pipes) 81

Glass 22

Other 1

Total 200

Organic material Animal bone -

unworked

6

Animal bone - worked 2

Fibre (Rope) 25

Human remains 36

Leather 75

Wood 357

Other (Coal?) 3

Total 504

Composite 3

Unidentified 10

All finds 717



Assessment – Consultation – Selection 

• Stakeholders

Project Management  - Cotswald Archaeology 

Project Specialists - Finds Specialists

- Conservator

Archive Repository - Southend Museum

• Questions

What is the artefact (identification, function)? 

What can we learn from it? 

What can it tell us about the London, the site, the period? 

Retain (R) Unsure (U) Discard (D) 



Material Number of 

Objects

Discard 

(D)

Inorganic Copper alloy 18

Iron 1

Lead 46

Pewter 13

Silver ?

Concretion 18 13

Ceramic (incl 

clay pipes)

81 3

Glass 22

Other 1

Total 200

Organic 

material

Animal bone -

unworked

6

Animal bone -

worked

2

Fibre (Rope) 25 7

Human 

remains

36

Leather 75

Wood 357 33

Other (Coal?) 3

Total 504

Composite 3

Unidentified 10 9

All finds 717 65 (9%)




