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Archaeology and public engagement Toolkit ~ CIfA | athsos
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Public engagement

A toolkit for
archaeologists.

Directory and link to
resources

Public engagement in archaeology

Making public engagement happen

Designing public engagement
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kit core components

Public Benefit

Wellbeing
Community cohesion

Knowledge creation & dissemination

Educational, Environmental & Economic
improvements

Active Engagement

Fieldwork participation
Training
Post-excavation tasks
Workshops
Citizen Science

Passive

Engagement

e Site tours/Open Days

® Temporary dis
e Public talks
® Social media

e Traditional media

plays

Toolkit

Cl fA Arthaeolony

Group

Social Value Audience

e Pride of Place Development

® |ncreased health & wellbeing
® Apprenticeships

e |dentify project audience

Target audience aims & social value aims
® Resources requirement

Local organisations help

Audience development plan

Metrics for outcomes

Making it
happen

Early project planning

Public Engagement Plan

Embed in WSI/Project
Design

Metrics for deliverables
& outcomes



Public benefit & Social Value

® Measure outcomes

e Qualitative & Quantitive Data collection
e Assessment & Analysis of outcomes

® Reporting Cycle inclusion

. ® Passive engagement
Post-excavation e Seee
® Active Engagement

-
® Passive engagement
e Active Engagement "
® Public Engagement Plan
" Integration

e Theory of Change

e Audience Development Plan
® Activity Programme
e Evaluation Strategy "

Project Brief/Commission
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Group

“Contractors are expected to include public
engagement and social value opportunities,
as appropriate, in each of their
developments where archaeological work to
mitigate and offset harm to heritage assets
is required. The emphasis is to be
proportionate and reasonable at all times,
balancing the scale of the development
against the scale and significance of the
archaeological works and what is found.
These public activities should not be seen as
an additional burden, but rather as a
mechanism for maximising the positive
contribution the development is making to
local communities.”

(ALGAO Scotland 2023, para 1.4, p4)

Engagement workflow



Proportional? Active and Passive participation ~CIfA | haccios

“CIfA recommends that on every occasion on which volunteers or students are to be used, and especially when competitive tenders are
sought for a commercial contract, the full extent of their activities in respect of the services offered must be declared and included in
the submitted written project proposals. The implications (for example financial, timetable, insurance, competence etc) must be fully
explained so that both the client and curator can satisfy themselves that requirements can be discharged satisfactorily.”

CIfA Policy Statements, 2014 (revised)

MONITORING &
PREPARATION RECORDING EVALUATION EXCAVATION

e Volunteer training e Sign boards Sign boards e Sign boards
® Research e Social media Social media e Social media

e Social media e Blog post summary Blog post summary ® Site blog/vlog/
podcast

e HER entry ‘Tea Break’ tours
e Site tours

e Open Day(s)

e Hands-on workshops
® Volunteer training

e Skills Passport

e Work Experience

® Experimental
archaeology

Group

POST-EXCAVATION

Social media

Web platforms
Public talks

Finds processing
Volunteer training
Workshops
Research

Local exhibitions
Popular publication

School resource
packs

Interpretation panels
Heritage trails
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Photos: Cambridge's hidden past unveiled at dig site
7 ‘ near pub

Archaeologists have found remains of a roman road and evidence of a Medieval town boundary
England | Local News | Regions | Cambridgeshire
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By Becca Field
06:00, 1ONOV 2022

Cambridge pub regulars enjoy mini-
museum of dig finds

@® 3 November 2022

B Items found in Archaeology digs at the site of the old Park Street car park {image: Cambridge News)

3 pulk Cambridge that has

ANASTASIA CASTIGLIONE — ;’ "— - = 7 < -3 — o ~y
| The labelled finds are put on a shelf behind an acrylic viewing panel cut into the site's hoardings

At this site we were undertaking work next to a pub which was heavily affected
by the works with scaffolding, hoarding etc. A Perspex window in the hoarding

afforded views into the site from the pub and a shelf was added to allow us to z'/ H EAD I_AN D

exhibit some of the finds during the day when the archaeologists were present 0.0
as a mini-museum. m"‘ ARCHAE(R)S'!-OGY
an company




headlandarch Excavations at Jefferey St, Edinburgh in 2008
revealed an archaeological sequence from medieval burgage plots
to a 19th/20thC tannery. However, the western edge of the site was
not able to be safely excavated at the time. We are excited to be
back to see what this area reveals!

A short excavation to catch
the western edge of a
previous site which couldn’t
be excavated safely at the
time. During the excavation
we updated our social media
to keep people apprised with
what we were finding.

j headlandarch Another update from Jeffrey St. This time from the
&  Northern end where three phases of building were evident. Earliest
is the brick floor in the bottom left, then the cellar on the right and
then to the upper concrete and paving! What a beautiful sight!

headlandarch We've finished our fringe investigations at Jeffery St
and have archaeology updates to share! First up the Southern end
of the site where the frontage wall and a floor surface were
discovered. The stone wall has later been used as a foundation for a
brick wall.

‘/ H E A D I— A N D (@ headlandarch Last archaeology update from Jeffrey St. This is the
N4

Northern area of the site again but with the later additions

had been partially demolished when the later cellar was built.

an RSK company 177w

p b'A "} A RC H A E O I_ O G Y | removed! Under all that rebuilding there was a brick hearth which
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