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Updating the CIfA Standard and guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures

Consultation questions

Please find below a copy of the consultation survey questions for those who wish to email consultation feedback direct rather than complete the online form. Please send your responses to jen.parkerwooding@archaeologists.net 

1. About you: Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation/company/group/society/other? 

This survey is anonymous but if you would like to identify yourself or state who you're representing, please leave your name in the 'other' box. If you are happy for us to contact you further about your feedback, please also leave your contact details
☐ Individual
☐ Organisation
☐ Other

2. About you: Are you a member of CIfA, IHBC or any other professional body?
☐ CIfA - Yes
☐ CIfA - No
☐ IHBC - Yes
☐ IHBC - No
☐ I am a member of both
☐ Other

3. About you: Do you work for a CIfA Registered Organisation?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not sure

4. About you:  In which countries and/or jurisdictions do you undertake most of your work?
Open text response

5. How do you feel about the proposed change to the title of this Standard and universal guidance?
From the combined document entitled:
Standard and guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures 
to the separate documents entitled:
Standard for the investigation and recording of buildings or structures of architectural and historic interest
and
Universal guidance for the investigation and recording of buildings or structures of architectural and historic interest

☐ I like it
☐ I don’t like it (Please use the ‘other’ box to leave comments)
☐ No strong feeling
☐ Other

6. Are you happy with the wording of the Standard (not including the definition)? If No, what changes, if any, would you suggest? Please use the ‘other’ box to leave comments
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Other

7. Are you happy with the wording of the accompanying definition for the investigation and recording of buildings or structures of architectural and historic interest? If No, what changes, if any, would you suggest? Please use the ‘other’ box to leave comments
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Other

8. Do you have any suggestions for jurisdiction specific guidance for the investigation and recording of buildings or structures of architectural and historic interest? See further information for context below.

Question 8 context:
Universal guidance clause 1.4 

Due regard should also be given to the jurisdiction-specific guidance on the investigation and recording of buildings or structures of architectural and historic interest to ensure the work undertaken is in accordance with the legislation and policy of the country or jurisdiction of the place of work.  See [insert link to webpage]. 
In the final document this clause will link to a page/resource that lists key guidance for specific jurisdictions related to the investigation and recording of buildings or structures of architectural and historic interest. This is a work in progress and will initially focus on guidance related to practice across the UK, in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, but also including the Republic of Ireland and Germany. The latter due to the presence of CIfA Registered Organisations and the CIfA Area Group - CIfA Deutschland. The list will not be exhaustive and is proposed to include only that which is deemed important for practitioners to refer to and is either co-authored or endorsed by CIfA e.g. Principles of Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment in the UK or produced by government and/or state agencies. This approach may develop/change in the future depending on feedback.
Open text response

9. Are there any issues with the universal guidance clauses, whether it's associated with content, clarity or phrasing? If Yes, please elaborate using the 'other' box
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Other

10. Do you think it is clear from reading the introductory sections of the universal guidance documents what is meant by a 'must', should' and 'may' clause? If No, please elaborate using the 'other' box
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Other

11. One of the aims of this review is to produce updated Standards and guidance that are applicable (as possible) to practice wherever CIfA members and Registered Organisations are undertaking archaeological activities. 
From your own experience, do you think this Standard and universal guidance is ‘universal’ enough to apply where you work or have worked? If No, or if there are any areas or examples within the Standard or universal guidance sections that you think require review or rephrasing, please note these down using the 'other' box 
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Other

12. Have you, as a practitioner found any challenges in adopting / using the updated 2023 fieldwork Standards and universal guidance that could influence this draft? If Yes, please elaborate using the 'other' box 
This Standard and universal guidance review has taken the same approach as the 2023 updated fieldwork Standards and universal guidance (covering field evaluation, excavation and archaeological monitoring and recording), especially in terms of the level of detail provided, the general tone and attempts to be as 'universal' as possible in delivery.
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Other

13. Is there anything missing from the universal guidance clauses? Or is there anything in the guidance that you feel does not belong as guidance?
Open text response

14. Do you have any other feedback or comments you would like to share?
Open text response
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